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Planners Plot an End to Business Signs
Major changes in a city law 

which would effectively elim­ 
inate most of the business 
signs now located in the city 
within three years will be 
considered by the Torrance 
Planning Commission May 10.

The commission has called 
a special meeting to discuss 
the proposed changes, being 
recommended by an Ad Hoc 
Sign Committee which has 
had the matter under study 
for more than a year.

Despite the wide ranging 
effects of the proposed law, 
virtually no opposition has 
been voiced.

Key provision in the new 
law is an abatement proced­ 
ure which would require the 
removal of all signs which do

no meet the criteria estab­ 
lished by the new ordinance. 
All such signs would have to 
be removed within three 
years after the law takes ef­ 
fect.

All permanent signs which 
meet criteria established by 
the proposed new law would 
be subject to approval by the 
city's planning director. His 
decision could be appealed, 
through a new Sign Review 
Committee, to the city's Plan­ 
ning Commission.

Major provisions of the 
new ordinance would:

  Eliminate a 11'.. rotating 
signs, all signs with flashing 
lights, and all moving parts 
on signs.

  Prohibit ground signs

(also called pole signs) at any 
business establishment which 
does not have at least 200 
feet of street frontage.

  Permit only one such 
ground sign on any one 
street in large shopping cen­ 
ters. (Del Amo Center, for ex­ 
ample, would be entitled to 
one sign on Carson Street, 
one on Hawthorne Boulevard, 
and one sign on Sepulveda 
Boulevard.)
  Prohibit so-called pro­ 

jecting signs on property 
with less than 100 feet of 
street frontage and prohibit 
any projecting sign from ex­ 
tending higher than the roof 
of the business establishment.

  Permit roof signs only 
on buildings which are at

least 36 feet high. (Such signs 
could extend only 15 feet 
above the roof line.)

The ordinance would elim­ 
inate flags, banners, and 
other similar devices except 
for a 30-day period during 
the firm's initial openng. 
Realtors would be permitted 
to place four flags on prop­ 
erty being shown, but off-site 
flags and directional signs 
would be prohibited.

The Ad Hoc Committee 
also has recommended that 
sufficient employes be hired 
by the city to strictly enforce 
the provisions of the pro­ 
posed ordinance.

Generally, the area of a 
permanent sign would be de­ 
termined by a formula which

permits one square foot of 
total sign area per face for 
each front foot of property, 
feet per side.

In several specific cases, a 
to a maximum of 300 square 
maximum area of less than 
300 feet would be established 
in the ordinance. Signs 
mounted on poles could not 
extend higher than 25 feet 
into the air.

The billboard provisions in 
the proposed law would effec­ 
tively "eliminate all bill­ 
boards in Torrance," a report 
prepared for the Torrance 
Chamber of Commerce, had 
declared.

The report, given to Cham­ 
ber directors last week, was 
prepared by Gerald L. Alter,

a realtor, director of the 
Chamber, and member of the 
city's Planning Commission.

Alter noted that little op­ 
position to the proposed Ordi­ 
nance h*xi been heard in the 
past 18 ninths. Sign compa­ 
nies hav* voiced opposition 
to the hew l>w, he said, but 
businessmen in the city have 
said little.

"The proponents believe 
this to be approval," Alter 
said in the report to the 
Chamber, "but I believe it to 
be ignorance of the fine 
print."

Alter said he believes the 
new ordinance will eliminate 
"a majority of the present 
pole signs, projecting signs, 
and roof signs   at least as

far as the small businessman 
is concerned."

"Downtown Torrance and 
Hawthorne Boulevard in Wal- 
teria may look better without 
projecting signs," Alter add­ 
ed, "but the vacant stores 
may overshadow any im­ 
provement."

Chamber directors took no 
formal action on Alter's re­ 
port, but voted to distribute 
the report to all businessmen 
in the city.

The new regulations were 
the result of a study into a 
"jungle of signs" which pres­ 
ently exist along the eastern 
side of Hawthorne Boulevard 
Immediately north of Tor­ 
rance Boulevard.
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Residents Win Maior
••;„••• , * ' v'^..v..-V,-' *' '.•

Round in Housing War
Council Orders 
New Ordinance 
On Home Check

SHOW ART OBJECTS ... Art students at South High. School are displaying 
works which they have completed during the past semester h* »*- Art Show 
which opened Monday at the school. Displaying some of their works ate ([at 
left) Spencer Durst, 16, and Wendy Rimar, 15. Looking on are Mrs. John Heg- 
lin, president of the South High PTA, and Joseph Hooteiv*n «t teacher at the 
school.

City Workers Win 
Fringe Boosts

Torrance city employes last ployes who have 7 or more
night were given a $500,000 
pay increase which also in­ 
cludes a longevity plan and 
full payment of employe 
premiums for a health insur­ 
ance program.

Under the plan approved 
by City Councilmen, em­ 
ployes will get a 3 per cent 
across-the-board salary in­ 
crease which is retroactive to 
last Jan. 1. In addition, a "Ph. 
per cent increase will be 
given all employes on Jan. 1, 
1968,

Councilmen also said they 
will not discuss salary in­ 
creases with employes again 
until the budget for fiscal 
1068-69 is considered. 

  * »
TOTAL COST of the salary 

package, including the Ion 
gevity program, will be $553, 
000, it was reported. Of thai 
total, $121,000 will come from 
the current city budget.

The longevity program pro-

ears of service on July 1,
968.
Effect of the plan will be 

to provide a 5 per cent bonus
or employes 14 or more
fears of service and a 7*4 per margin.
ent bonus for those em-   

ployes with 21 or more years
if service when it becomes
ully effective.

EMPLOYE
asked for a

vide* that all employes with night, the council:
21 or more years of service 
as of July 1, 1967, will get 
a 2V4 per cent salary in

employes who have 14 o 
more years of service will ge 
a 2V4 per cent Increase. An 
additional 2Vi per cent in 

'crease will be given all em

groups 
longevity

had 
plan

which would provide 5, 10, 
and 15 per cent bonus on the 
5th, 12th, and 19th' anniver 
saries.

Last night's action by the 
council, approved by a 6-1 
vote, ended several months 
of negotiations which began 
liate last year. City Manager 
Edward J. Ferraro initially 
recommended that city em 
ployes be given no wage in 
creases this year. 

    <
IN OTHER action last

By JERRY REYNOLDS
Prooa-Herald City Editor

A group of North Torrance 
sidents who have fought the 

ity's so-called forced housing 
nspection program for the 
ast three months won a new 

round last night. 
But city officials quickly 
arned that the fight may 
ot yet be ended. 
Torrance councilmen voted 

o adopt an amendment to 
city's Uniform Housing 

ode which severly restricts 
right of entry after City 

lerk Vernon Coil told them 
time 6,500 valid signatures 
ad* been collected by home

COH. SAID an initiative pe 
ition had sufficient signa- 
ures to place the amendment 
m the ballot at the next gen- 
ral election   due in April, 
968   but fell short of the 

number required for a special 
election.

Homeowners,

on on the initiative petition, 
told councilmen they could:

Order an ordinance pre­ 
pared amending the city's 
Uniform Housing Code as re­ 
quested in the petitions.

Order resolutions pre­ 
pared placing the petition on 
the ballot at the next regular 
municipal election.
  Refuse to act on grounds 

that the petition was invalid
  Do nothing and wait 

until homeowners had made 
an attempt to secure the addi 
tional signatures. 

    »  
REMELMEYJEJl said the or­ 

dinance 'whieh the petition 
seeles <to Amend may not be 
subject to .the initiative proce­ 
dure. He also ruled that the 
proposed amendment is in­ 
valid because it conflicts with 
both the state elections code 
and the State Housing Law 
and because "it would violate 
a fundamental state and fed­ 
eral policy."

however, Mayor Albert Isen took 
would have 10 days to secure ssue with Remelmeyer, not- 
the additional signatures   ing that action by the city

e Adopted, on first read 
ing, aa ordinance recertifying 
the Torrance City Code. Prin

crease. On Jan. 1, 1968, all clpal changes involve rear
rangement of the code.

e Conducted a canvass o 
the returns from the Apri 
18 special municipal electio

official. Mrs. Pauline (Polly) 
Watts and Dr. Kurt Shery 
were re-elected to the Board 
of Education and the city's 
$2.35 million library bond is­ 
sue was approved by a 4-to-l 
margin, 

e Approved a precise plan 
of development for a foundry 
to be located between 212t 
and 213th streets in th 
downtown Torrance area. 
>arking variance also was a 
jroved for the firm, 

e Continued until May 2! 
a hearing on a propose 

(See PAY HIKE on A-3)

Thomas 
On With

Opinions at the grassroot 
level on the controversia 
withholding plans for th< 
payment of state income taxe 
were solicited this week bj 
Assemblyman Vincent Thoma 
of the 68th District. 

Writing in his weekly newi 
letter to constituents in hi 
Harbor Area district, Thoma 
outlined the arguments whic

some MUU cou torn me coun­ 
cil. 

Edward Kessler, of 4170 W. 
L72nd St., told councilmen 
lomeowners would go out and 
;et the additional signatures
if it became necessary.

     
"WE WOULD like to recom­ 

mend that the city council ac­ 
cept the petition and vote it 
in," Kessler declared, "rather 
than force the issue." 

"I think you know," he 
added, "that we can get the 
extra signatures." 

City Attorney Stanley 
Remelmeyer, in a legal opin

Solicits 0 
holding 1
i against the proposal, and then 

. asked for opinions. 
( Thomas Mid principal ar­ 

guments for the proposa 
1 on the loss to the state of 
' taxes from those works who 
i leave before taxes are due 

that payment is easier in 
h small installments; and tha 
s the cash flow problems woult 
s be solved for the state in the 
n continuing rather than lump

council is presumed 10 oe 
valid on its face, laen said he 
had no doubts that additional 
signatures could be secured 
and that the measure would 
eventually be forced on to a 
vote of the people. 

Declaring he was "willing 
to take the bull by the horns," 
Isen asked that the council 
order an ordinance prepared 
which would amend the Uni­ 
form Housing Code. 

* * *
THE AMENDMENT would 

permit an inspector to enter 
a home or other private build- 

(See HOUSING on A-3)

'pinions 
"ax Issue

Opponents argue that the 
state tax bite should hurt sc 
taxpayers would continue t< 
be aware of the cost of gov 
ernment; that the relatively 
simple method of paymen 
would make tax hikes far to< 
easy; and that the state wouh 
spend more in setting up an< 
processing the three millio 
ledger accounts for employe

'ROUND THE WORLD . . . Books currently being collected by students at El 
Camino College will be shipped to three remote areas of the world. Delivering 
the books to Sttaron Schultx are (from left) Alex Areyan, Ed McGrath, and Ed 
Greaser. Books and. magazines collected during the drive will be sent to the 
American Institute in Ethiopia, to an orphanage in Culican, Mexico, and to Am­ 
erican soldiers in the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam.

Promotional
Test Slated
For Chief

Torrance's next fire chief 
will be a man already work­ 
ing in the Torrance Fire 
Department.

City Councilmen ruled 
that a civil service exami­ 
nation to name a new fire 
chief will be given on a 
promotional basis last 
night. No date for the 
examination was estab­ 
lished.

In acting, councilmen up­ 
held action by the city's 
Civil Service Commission 
which voted unanimously 
to limit the examination to 
men now employed by the 
Torrance Fire Department.

Enam
Army Pfc. Kenneth R. Rorick, whose wifl, 

Frances, lives here at 263 W. 235th St., was one 
of eight U. S. military men from Southern Cali­ 
fornia whose death in Vietnam was reported 
Monday by the Department of Defense. The an­ 
nouncement said only that Rorick died in action. 
His death was the 15th from this area in the 
Asian war, the tenth in 1967.

County Rejects Tuff Aid - - -
A request for an $8,000 contribution,from the 

Board of Supervisors to help defray costs of 
staging the Powder Puff Derby events here was 
rejected by the supervisors yesterday. The pres­ 
entation before the board was made hy Mayor 
Albert Isen; Lee Center, chairman of the Los 
Angeles County Airport Committee; and Joe 
Doss, chairman of the Powder Puff Derby Ter­ 
minus Committee. Supervisors rejected a motion 
offered by Burton W. Chace for the funds, citing 
the precedent-setting nature of the request. The 
city and the airport is providing the major por­ 
tion of the funds for the event.

On Honor Roll
Richard D. Parker, son oil 

Mr. and Mrv Samuel W. Park- ] 
er of Kialto, Calif., has been 
named to the President's 
Honor Roll at Rice University. 
Parker is a graduate of Nortii 
High School.

Cyclist Killed on Freeway ---
Twenty-four-yeer-old Richard L. Hoffeins,' 

an airman at Los Alamitos Naval Air Station, 
died on the San Diego Freeway near Artesia 
early Tuesday after his cycle slammed into the 
rear of/a car moving in the'slow lanes about 34) 
miles an hour. Highway Patrol officers estimated 
Hoffems' Kpeed at 70 mph when he hit the south- 

'hound car about 6:15 a.m. Tuesday. Patrolman 
reported that the airman had been cited just a 
week ago for speeding in abeut the same location 
where be died. ^   .».-,,  ,..., :..., \. , .' »^.


